Grade 4

Our Mission: RSU 63 is a community of learners dedicated to

HOLDEN
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

providing a safe, supportive, and challenging academic environment.
Our students are respectful citizens and responsible stewards of our
world. They are well prepared for high school with skills and a work
ethic that enables them to succeed.

Grade Level Expectations

Support from Home

Fourth Graders are now the oldest students in the school and
role models for the younger children. Swimming lessons are a
highlight of our physical education program and learning to
play the recorder an important part of music. In preparing
to transition to Grade 5 at the Holbrook Middle School,
Fourth Graders spend time reading to gain knowledge and
writing to share their knowledge. Students this age are also
ready to tackle abstract concepts in physical science.

Core Values
Respect
Compassion
Honesty
Courage
Responsibility
Kindness

Homework is generally assigned
Monday through Thursday and gives
students extra practice with topics we
are learning in school. We believe
communication is essential, so every
student is provided a “Daily Planner”
and a “Homework Folder.” Be sure to
check your child’s planner and folder
every evening for homework
assignments, notes from teachers, and
information about upcoming tests and
projects.
Please help your child make homework
a priority by helping them:
*create a quiet place with basic school
supplies & away from busy activities,
*schedule homework early in the
evening
*read 20 minutes daily!
*practice the recorder daily!
*practice math facts and spelling
daily!
Two good websites are
www.abcya.com
and
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/
mathmagician/cathymath.html

Fourth Grade Learning Expectations

Language Arts

Reading:
The goal of all reading instruction is to help students become
competent readers of a wide variety of texts in diverse forms
so that they can achieve independence, find meaning and use
literacy for lifelong learning, empowerment, and enjoyment.
Fourth Grade students will:
• Identify and understand the different types of figurative
language in texts, such similes and metaphors.
• Explain how individual parts of a text (chapters, scenes, or
stanzas) work together to provide meaning to the text as a
whole.
• Identify overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/
effect, problem/solution) of a text and explain how the text
features help support the overall structure.
• Read and comprehend stories, drama, poetry, and
informational texts (including history/social studies,
science, and technical tests) appropriately complex for
Grade 4 (DRA level 50 or higher, Lexile Levels 770-980).
• Analyze the structure of two or more texts to compare and
contrast events, ideas, and concepts.

Writing
Instruction focuses on three types of writing; narrative,
informational, and opinion.
Grade 4 students will:
•Produce narrative, informational, and opinion writing to
communicate clearly. They will write increasingly complex
pieces with introductions and bodies; developing the topic with
supporting details and adding conclusions.
•Research topics by gathering relevant information from a
variety of sources, including personal experiences, in order to
answer questions and write reports.
•Take notes, list sources, and sort information into categories.
•With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop
and strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, and using
technology.
•Write complete sentences with appropriate punctuation and
spelling.

Math
Critical Focus Areas:
Division Facts,
Multiplying Whole Numbers,
Multi-Step Word Problems,
Fractions, 2-Dimensional Shapes

Knows all basic facts automatically for
addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division through the 10s
10 + 10 = 20
20 – 10 = 10
10 x 10 = 100
100 ÷ 10 = 10
Multiplies 4 digits by 1 digit & 2 digits by 2
digits accurately using standard procedures.
3705
x 7

26
x 74

Uses addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division to solve multi-step word problems
without a calculator.
For example, “Your class is collecting
bottled water for a service project. The
goal is to collect 300 bottles of water. On
the first day, Max brings in 3 packs with 6
bottles in each pack. Sarah wheels in 6
packs with 6 bottles in each pack. How
many bottles still need to be collected to
reach the goal?
Compares two fractions with different
numerators and denominators.
1/2 is smaller than 2/3
(1/2 = 3/6 and 2/3 = 4/6; 3/6 is smaller than 4/6)
Classifies and compares 2-dimensional shapes
by properties such as parallel lines,
perpendicular lines, symmetrical shapes, and
types of angles.

Fourth Grade Learning Expectations

SCIENCE
Earth and Space Science: S t a r s a n d t h e S o l a r S y s t e m
•
•
•

I can explain that gravity pulls objects to a planet's center.
I can explain that the stars that appear larger and brighter are closer to earth.
I can describe the patterns of changes in the length and direction of shadows and the length of day
and night.

Life Science: S t r u c t u r e s
•

I can construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that
function to support survival, growth, behavior, and their lifecycle.

P h y s i c a l S c i e n c e : Energy
•

I can make observations and use evidence to explain that the speed of an object is related to the
energy of the object and make predictions about changes in energy when objects collide.

SOCIAL STUDIES
GEOGRAPHY: World Geography
•
•

Students will be able to identify the seven continents and some key trade countries.
Students will be able to identify and understand how land features impact daily life of various cultures.

ECONOMICS: World Economics
Students understand how supply and demand create trade worldwide.
•
CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT: Philanthropy
•
•

Students will identify a need and take action through a service learning project.
Students will reflect on their service learning projects and the impact they have made.

NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES: Trade Economies
Students will learn about the early hunter gatherer economy of Maine Native Americans and how that
•
changed over time.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Fourth Grade Learning Expectations

Our physical education program provides students opportunities to develop their motor,
cognitive, and social skills through recreational activities, games, and sports.
Students develop self-confidence through skill acquisition, leadership
opportunities, cooperation, and good sportsmanship. They learn the
importance of an active and healthy lifestyle while becoming lifelong learners.

Grade Four students…
1. Engage in small group and/or team activities
2. Participate in a fitness assessment and compare scores with personal 3rd grade results
3. Name and explain the 5 health-related fitness areas

ART

Our art program focuses on fostering creativity and complex reasoning through project
based work that is both fun and challenging. The curriculum is open enough to allow
students to drive the lessons and materials while still meeting state requirements.
Fourth Grade students…
• understand that looking at objects, the environment, and art forms is an active
process that requires practice and development in order to see detail, the
artist’s process, and create their own opinions.
• can identify similarities and differences in our definitions of art and tool and
create a piece that is both.
• understand how to use a color wheel as well as black and white to mix colors
using only primaries.
• understand that our eyes are not perfect instruments and how we can use
color and pattern to create art that manipulates how we see.

MUSIC

Music offers all students an opportunity to express themselves. Students are actively engaged in activities that represent a wide
range of musical processes including: rhythm, melody, movement, singing, listening, and playing instruments.

Fourth Grade students:
• participate in music activities that re>lect our schools’ core values by helping everyone to grow and always
do our best
• comprehend meter signatures and syncopation
• explore melodic contour
• perform folk, line, and “pop” dance movements
• hear and recognize music and instruments of diverse cultures and styles
• perform a variety of pieces on the recorder, using standard notation (for example: quarter, half, dotted half,
whole, eighth notes and quarter, half and whole rests)
• play expressively to show tempo, dynamics, and style
• play instruments in combination with others
“In the arts our children experience much that we would like to see in all education:
They are active and involved.
They have a sense of accomplishment and exhilaration.
They work with purpose and energy.
They are not ‘taking subjects,’ rather they are absorbed in important
questions – exploring, discovering, creating, learning.’”
-The Arts Education Partnership Working Group

SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM

Fourth Grade Learning Expectations
Our comprehensive school counseling program offers students education, prevention,
and intervention services which are integrated into all aspects of children’s lives. Early
identification and intervention of children’s academic and personal/social needs is
essential in removing barriers to learning and in promoting academic achievement. The
knowledge, attitudes, and skills that students acquire in the areas of academic, career,
and personal/social development during these elementary classroom lessons serve as the
foundation for future success. Concepts taught to all students at developmentally
appropriate levels include: Bullying Behavior, National Red Ribbon Week as it pertains
Grade 4 students will:
1. Discuss con6lict as universal and natural
2. Discuss possible consequences of handling and mishandling con6licts
3. List roadblocks to effective communication: name calling, exaggerating, blaming,
and threatening.
4. Demonstrate skills for the de-escalation of con6lict
5. Recognize the use of pro-social, peaceable skills - distinguishing between
cooperation and competition
6. Demonstrate ways to solve a problem and check the effectiveness of the solution

Each year, students receive education in health skills and content. Students will use skills such as
decision-making and goal setting to enhance their health; learn how to access valid health
information, products, and services; understand influences that affect the health of themselves and
others; and advocate for personal, family, and community health.

Grade 4 Standards
• Students will begin to acquire the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community
health. They will express opinions and give correct information about health issues. They
will also encourage others to make positive health choices. These skills will be primarily

HEALTH

focused on the content of nutrition.
• Students will identify responsible personal health behaviors and demonstrate skills that
help to maintain good health, as well as practices that allow them to improve their
personal health. Similarly, they will be able to recognize behaviors that negatively impact
health and how to avoid those habits. These skills will be primarily focused on the
content of growth and development.
• Students will identify how family, culture, peers, and media influence personal health
practices and how schools and community can support positive health behaviors.
Students will also describe ways technology can influence personal health. These skills
will be primarily focused on the content of substance abuse prevention.

Fourth Grade Learning Expectations
RSU 63 Technology Vision
RSU 63 uses technology to enhance high quality academic programs, instruction, and learning in a safe and
supportive environment so students succeed in school and reach their fullest potential in life.
●

The RSU 63 community recognizes the rights, responsibilities, and opportunities of living, learning, and
working in an interconnected digital world, and acts in ways that are safe, legal, and ethical.

●

RSU 63 will use technology to empower our learners by giving them choices and the ability to work at their
own pace. We will do this by meeting learners where they are and providing a rigorous learning path for all
students. Providing choices will help our students be connected learners who know that learning does not
only happen in the classroom.

●

RSU 63 provides ongoing professional development that supports highly qualified, skillful teachers in
technology use and integration using technology to help teachers plan, coach, guide, and facilitate learning in
new ways.

●

RSU 63 will use technology to help facilitate effective communication. Students will learn to communicate
clearly and express themselves creatively for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles, formats,
and digital media appropriate to their goals. Teachers will also use technology to collaborate and
communicate with parents, students, and colleagues.

●

RSU 63 students will actively explore real world problems, developing ideas and employing strategies for
solving problems in ways that leverage technology.

Fourth Grade Technology Standards

Digital Citizenship
● Students practice and encourage others in safe,
legal, and ethical behavior when using technology
and interacting online.
Creative Communicator
● Students work together to communicate ideas
visually and graphically, while using a variety of
features.
Empowered Learners
● Students seek feedback from both people and
features embedded in digital tools, and use ageappropriate technology to share learning.
Knowledge Constructor
● Students use credible sources to organize
information and make connections between
resources.

